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Brent was an engineering 
work term student with Husky 
Energy’s West White Rose 
Project.  He worked on the 
concrete gravity structure 
and was responsible for field 
reporting, reviewing contractor 
work procedures, and design 
drawings and specifications.

1. Why did you choose your program of study?

My father is a rebar superintendent and worked construction all his life. He 
suggested that I consider Civil Engineering and see if it was the right fit for 
myself. I had always had an interest in construction and at the age of 15 I 
decided I would pursue a career in Civil Engineering.

2. What advice would you give high school students interested 
in pursuing your program of study?

Take all the required high school courses to get directly accepted into the 
program. For information on the program refer to Memorial Universities website 
or contact the academic advising centre. Also, if you know anyone currently 
taking or that has completed the program ask them for yourself. Most will be 
more than happy to give advice in anyone interested in pursuing a career in 
Engineering. 
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3. What attracted you to pursuing your work term with 
Husky?

There were several factors which made me pursue a work term with 
Husky, one being the location and the project. Currently the West White 
Rose Project is the biggest construction project in Newfoundland. It 
is located only an hour away from my hometown of Arnold’s Cove, 
and has some of the most skilled employees both staff and craft that 
Newfoundland has to offer. As a work term student, working on the 
construction of an offshore drill platform is a great opportunity, especially 
as a Civil Engineer given most of the base structure consists of rebar and 
concrete. 

4. What key learning experience will you take from your 
work term experience with Husky and how will it help you 
prepare for your future career?

How proper planning and communications can benefit a project from 
a construction and a protect controls/cost aspect. Project planning 
and management can be taught in a classroom, but you don’t gain the 
importance of how proper planning procedures are essential in mega 
projects. I also gained valuable knowledge in concrete mix development. 
Being on a construction site witnessing parts of the concrete development 
and testing really enhances what you learned through schooling. 

5. Where do you see yourself in 5 years?

In 5 years time I hope to see myself working on another large-scale Oil 
& Gas project. Projects, such as these create hundreds, sometimes 
thousands of jobs for Newfoundlanders and play a huge role in the local 
economy. 
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