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Jenna worked completed her work-
term with ExxonMobil  (May – August 
2019).  In the role of Hibernia 
Drilling and Subsurface Operations 
Technologist, she completed a variety 
of tasks from creating schematics to 
finding ways to modernize processes 
and make them safer by reducing 
confined space entries. 

1. Why did you choose your program of study?

From as early as I can remember I’ve always been interested in rocks and I very 
much wanted to see the world.  After high school, I found myself on another career 
path before I chose the Petroleum Engineering Program.  I quickly realized I craved 
more opportunity and adventure. I stumbled upon the CNA Ridge Road website and 
while going through the list of courses I was immediately drawn to Petroleum even 
though I didn’t know anyone who worked in the oil and gas field. 

2. What advice would you give high school students interested in 
pursuing your program of study?

My advice would be to choose Chemistry and Physics courses in high school and 
other courses that you are interested in. You will be more focused and be able to 
achieve more and develop good study habits while building knowledge for your future 
oil and gas career. 
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3. What attracted you to pursuing your work-term with 
ExxonMobil?

ExxonMobil has been a huge part of oil and gas in our province for decades. 
The local and global possibilities made it the place I wanted to work. Once 
representatives from Exxon came to CNA looking for work term students, it was 
an opportunity I could not let slip away. After sitting down for my initial interview, 
I knew it was the right choice.  I love the company’s focus on safety and the 
amazing team who are more like a family than coworkers. 

4. What key learning experience will you take from your work 
term experience with ExxonMobil and how will it help you 
prepare for your future career?

They always say that your first trip offshore is the one you will remember most 
and that is definitely the case with traveling to one of the biggest platforms on 
earth. Being able to hop on a helicopter and be on a man-made island 300km 
from shore is absolutely exhilarating! The opportunity to travel offshore really 
made it possible for me to relate all the things I learned in school and during 
my work term to how the overall upstream industry works and how much 
determination it takes to run a platform. 

I’ve learned a lot in the last 4 months, but there is nothing more valuable to 
take away from this work term than “why we work safe”. Before my work term, 
working safe was to prevent injuries and fatalities. At ExxonMobil working safe 
starts with why everyone works safe, whether it be for their friends or family, or 
their favorite thing to do on a Saturday afternoon. We all deserve the chance to 
go home after a safe day at work and we talk about it every day as a constant 
reminder.

5. Where do you see yourself in 5 years?

In 5 years, I see myself as a regular rotator offshore. I would love to stay here 
and go offshore NL, but will always be up for the adventures and learning 
experiences this industry has to offer. 
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